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“Today's Orphans,

Tomorrow's Leaders”

Greetings in Christ!

My name is Dan Emmons, and along with my wife Cathy and 3 year old son Roldan, I am a missionary in the southern Philippines. We are serving here under Hope For The Nations, a Canada-based international organization with children's homes and other projects throughout the world, especially in Africa and Southeast Asia. Our base in Davao City is a community development center located in a slum area in Agdao, which Unicef has listed as one of the ten poorest communities in the Philippines. We strive to bring  hope to the people we work among though community development, feeding programs, church planting and education. In the 8 years we have been ministering here we have run a few different educational projects, livelihood projects, and Bible studies, and pioneered a feeding program that provides over a hundred children screened for malnourishment with healthy meals and preschool education 5 days a week,along with regular checkups, and follow-up house visits. We see the results God has harvested in that many of the youth who found a new life in Christ in the early years of this ministry are now staff members and leaders, pouring God's blessings back into the community they grew up in.

Since joining the staff in 2004, I have often been the only American at the base, and have had the honor to be involved in a variety of forms of ministry as the need arose. Not long after marrying Cathy (a Filipino) in 2006, I started taking on more of a leadership role in HFTN Philippines, and I currently wear the hats of IT Manager and Team Hosting Supervisor. As such, I keep the computers and network running, and take responsibility for planning and overseeing the short-term outreach teams and interns that visit us at least once a year. In addition to these responsibilities there are a great deal of other things to be done at HFTN Philippines, from Bible studies to managing the profiles of students we have found sponsors for, to simply spending time with small children in our feeding program. Still, my wife and I sometimes find time for personal projects as well, some within the city, such as handing out meals to street kids and prisoners on Christmas Eve, and others in remote tribal villages in the mountains, partnering with our friends in ministries that work with them long-term.

An exciting new thing that I am working on is the creation of a study center for students in the community. All high school and college students here are required to do their research and typing of projects on computers, but very few have access to them other than at internet cafes, which are full of distractions and generally poor places for study. I have partnered with a nearby ministry called Oasis that has an empty computer lab, and who shares my vision to open an inexpensive place for  students to go, equipped with good computers and a library / classroom atmosphere, and more importantly, staff or volunteers always on hand to help them with their work. In building relationships with these students, I believe it will be natural to be able to encourage them and share Jesus with them, and invite them to our youth ministries as well.

This has been on my heart to build for some years now, but at HFTN we had no place to put it. With Oasis offering their fully-furnished but unused computer room for it earlier this year, I am suddenly in full swing purchasing computers with a small initial budget, setting goals and training local youth with IT skills that can help me run it. It should be in use by our sponsored students within a month, and open to the community not long after that. This is exciting stuff for me; one of the things that I really feel is my calling is to reach out to the smart kids in the slums (and there are many of them), help them shake off the lie that they cannot escape their situation, and encourage them to become all that God has for them.

In this time that new things are happening, we can see more on the horizon. It is likely that we will only be in the Philippines for another couple of years before it will be the time to go back and work in America. At that time I hope the study center will be well-established to continue running. Until then, we continue to be dependent entirely on donations for our living expenses. Our current goal is $1100 monthly, which would sustain our ministry but not cover some additional things that would be useful for us, such as a vehicle and a replacement for my very old notebook computer. We have not yet reached this goal, averaging about 80% of it.

As always, our primary need is prayer, not only for finances, but for protection and wisdom to clearly understand the Lord's leading. If God has put it on your heart to help us financially, you will probably be glad to know that all donations are tax deductible and you will receive receipts in the mail, even if you opt to donate online. If you would like to help but aren't in the position to give financially, one thing that could really help us is introducing us to others, perhaps by giving them a copy of this letter. One principle in fundraising I have always tried to keep is to do so on the basis of relationship – not sending letters randomly to strangers. 

There are many ways to contact us and find out more about our ministry. My website is http://www.danemmons.com/ and on it I post regular updates, as well as newsletters which I write every quarter. I can be reached via email at me@danemmons.com, as well as Skype, on which my name is niftlike. The address for US donors to send money is:


Partners In Action
7729 E. Greenway Rd. Ste. 500
Scottsdale , AZ 85260
480-882-0800

Re: Daniel Todd Emmons 
House of Jubilee, Philippines

Donations can also be made online through my web site listed above, and all donations are tax deductible and will be receipted by Hope For The Nations (Partners In Action handles donations for us in America since HFTN's office is in Vancouver). Thank you for your consideration and prayers, and have a blessed day!
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Sincerely,

Daniel Emmons and family 

